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contributions, and otherwise keeping the peaceable inhabitants

in terror".

Meanwhile the provisional government had been unofficially
offering the crown of the Catholic kings to all the unemployed
princes within the reach of its diplomacy. Queen Victoria had
heard, as early as the pth October, of the probability of the
offer of the throne of Spain to an English prince, and had in-
formed Mr Disraeli that she could not consent to its being
entertained for a moment.

"Her Majesty", General Grey wrote to Lord Stanley,
"would see with much reluctance, under any circumstances,
a throne from which another family had been ejected, occupied
by one of her children." But in the case of Spain (it was added)
there were many reasons which made it most undesirable that
the offer of the crown, if made, should be accepted by an
English prince.   Queen Victoria's  shrewd common sense
enabled her to foresee only too clearly what would happen, and
did actually happen in the case of Amadeo of Savoy. " Different
Parties in Spain may combine to overthrow the Throne of
Queen Isabella; but does our experience of Spanish Statesmen
warrant the hope, that, their object effected, they will continue
to act in harmony, or agree amongst themselves as to the
Government to be set up? The Spaniards, besides, are pro-
verbially indisposed to foreigners; so that an English Prince,
accepting the offer of the Crown in the present circumstances,
would probably find himself supported by one part of the
nation, and violently opposed by another, and would thus
become the cause of fresh Civil wars and calamities in that
unhappy country. The Queen need not say how much it would
distress her to see one of her sons in such a position. Then the

jealousy of France___"J

The proposed candidature of a Roman Catholic Hohen-
zollern (Prince Leopold of Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen) was
one of the immediate causes of the Franco-Prussian War.
A formal offer to the veteran General Espartero was unfor-
tunately refused, and eventually the choice fell upon Prince
1 The Letters of Queen Victoria (Second Series), I, 540.